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I greet you in the powerful name of Jesus.  I want to say thank you for all 
of your hard work that went into creating a successful charge conference.  I 

was so excited to see so many professions of faith and how so many 
churches took the return to Wesleyan Spirituality so seriously. I would like 

to challenge each pastor and congregation to take fasting seriously.  I am 
challenging each congregation or perhaps community clusters gather       

together to learn more about the spiritual discipline of Fasting. I renew my 
invitation for you to engage in the Wesleyan pattern of fasting, beginning 

Thursday evening after dinner and going through 2 or 3 pm on Friday, by 

eating a light snack and then resume eating a regular meal at dinner.  I 
again encourage you to use the resource, God's Chosen Fast by Arthur 

Wallis, which can be purchased at Amazon.com. 
 

Also, our Vital Congregations participation of each church is vitally 
important as we respond to the Call to Action Report, generated by 

over 32,000 congregations.  There are many resources available to you at 
ngumc.org. Remember to make use of the prayer helps guide that was 

sent out on October 4th as church leadership involve themselves in a     
season of prayer as we seek to hear where God is leading us.  The goals 

are to be submitted on line:  umvitalcongregations.org full time churches by 
December 31st and for part-time churches by March 1st.  If you need more 

time, please notify me and we will see what can be worked out.  Remem-
ber, these are not your final numbers and you will be able to tweak your 

goals over the next 5 years.  I am very encouraged about how God is work-

ing through each of us to achieve the mission of the church, to make      
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  I leave you 

with the words by Paul the Apostle, Romans 12: 2 (KJV) "And be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God." 

 
Look forward to seeing you at the District Training Event on January 

8th at Douglasville First, it promises to be our best event ever. 
 

Yours in partnership for a more vital church,  
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 *Please deliver by December 12 and earlier if possible. Weekend deliveries are by    

   appointment only – please call in advance. 

 *Our kids are ages 6 – 18, however, we need more gifts for boys than we do girls 

  and for the tween ages. 

 *We prefer that gifts come to us unwrapped, but feel free to include wrapping  

   paper, gift bags and tape. 

 *Avoid porcelain dolls & figurines, glass items, toy guns, war toys, or any toy that  

  might shoot a projectile. 
  Please include batteries for toys that require them. 

 

   

 

 

Action Figures and Play Sets for them 

 Ben 10, Transformers, Super Heroes, 

 Star Wars 

Art supplies, Drawing paper 

 Please no spiral bound 

Batteries 

Beanie Babies 

Bibles and Devotional Books 

 age appropriate, no KJV please 

Board Games 

Body Sprays, Lotion, Perfume 

Body Spray and Cologne for Men 

 Axe, Usher, Ed Hardy, Curve, Tommy Hilfiger 

Books on How to Draw 

Book Series – fantasy, vampire, teen 

Card Games 

Cars and Race Tracks 

CD/Alarm Clock 

CD/Radio with MP3 dock 

CDs 

Coloring Books, crayons, colored pencils 

Craft Kits 

Crazy Socks 

Crochet Hooks and Yarn 

DVDs - Twilight, Disney, Pixar, comedy, etc. 

Ear Buds for MP3 Players 

Flat Irons, Crimping Irons 

Gift Cards - Wal-mart, TJ Maxx, Aeropostale, 

 Shoe Show, Payless, Barnes & Noble,   

 Michael’s ONLY 
Hair Bands, Ponytail Holders, Hair Clips 

Jewelry – stud and hoop earrings, necklaces, bracelets 

Journals and Nice Pens 

K'nex, Legos 

Lip Gloss 

Makeup, Nail Polish 

MP3 Speakers 

MP3 Player with no video screen 

Nerf Balls 

Nerfoop Basketball Set 

Nintendo DS Games - rated E 

Nintendo DS Lite  

Protective Gear – helmets, knee pads 

Puzzles – esp. 100 piece up to 500 piece 

Scrapbooks and supplies 

Silly Bands 

Stuffed Animals 

Team Items - UGA, Falcons, Florida Gators, Hawks,  

 Philadelphia Eagles, Univ of TN, Univ of AL,  

 Auburn 

Watches 

Murphy Harpst  

Christmas Wish List 
Contact:  L. Susan Stroup (aka “Ms. Santa”) 

770-748-1500, ext. 203, sstroup@murphyharpst.org 

mailto:sfife@murphyharpst.org


 

 
 

Please continue to pray for: 
 Bobby Kulp, son of Rev. Ken Kulp, Chapel Hill 
 Joe Tucker, spouse of Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker 
 Rev. Warren Jones, Retired Clergy 
 Helena Boone, spouse of Rev. Frank Boone (Midway) 
 Ingrid McConkey, wife of Rev. Dale McConkey (Trinity) 
 Jadie Brock (father of Rev. Jody Brock, Menlo-Bethel) 
 Doris Brock (Mother of Jody Brock, Menlo-Bethel  
 Brenda Causey (wife of Rev. Warren Causey, Oostanaula) 
 Kaye Couey, wife of Rev. Bill Couey, (Jackson Chapel, Vanns Valley) 
 
 
 

Free Copies of Interpreter Magazine 
 

Did you know that each United Methodist Congregation is eligible to  
receive 10 complimentary subscriptions (5 print and 5 digital) of  
Interpreter magazine.  This is a great way for lay people to stay  

Connected with what is happening in the UMC.   You can enroll by  
going to http://enrollment.umcom.org.  For questions, you can  

email Interpreter Staff at interpreterm@umcom.org.   
 
 

University of West Georgia Campus Ministry  
 

ñThe United Methodist Campus Ministry at the University of West Georgia 
would like to thank the Carrollton area churches ñChurch Without Wallsò 
program. They provided gift bags with a bottle of water, candy, and pens 
for us to give to students on campus.  We appreciate the partnership of 

Christian disciples as we seek to make disciples for Christ.ò 
      Rev. Karen M. Kagiyama 
      UWG United Methodist Campus Ministry 
      1518 Maple Street 
      Carrollton, GA 30117 
      770-834-7803 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

District Clergy Christmas Party 
All Clergy and their spouse are invited to the District Christmas Party. 
It will be held at Cave Spring UMC on Thursday, December 8, 2011.           

We will gather at 6:30 pm and eat at 7:00 pm.  The cost is $10 per person. 
(Retirees are our guest.) All reservations must be received by December 

1st. Please send your check to the district office  Childcare will be provided 
if you contact the district office with the names and ages of the children.   

 
 

Prayers, Praises, Concerns 



A SPECIAL THANK YOU ! ! ! ! 
Thank you to the following churches for having paid 100%  

of their apportionments as of November 17th.  
 
 

Thank you to those who have paid 83.33% or more 

  

 
  

  

Barnsley  

Beech Creek  
Bethel, Summerville 

Buchanan 
Burnt Hickory 
Center Point 

Chubb Chapel 
Clem 

Crawford Chapel 
District Line 
EdgePoint 

Finley Chapel 

Garrettôs Chapel 

Golden Memorial 
Lawrence Chapel 

Lindale 
Lindsey Chapel 
Livingston 

Lowell 
Mt. Tabor, Armuchee 

Mt. Tabor, Dallas 
North Rome 
Old Camp 

Oostanaula 

Pleasant Grove 

Pleasant Hill 
Poplar Springs 

Powell Chapel 
Rockmart 
Scott Chapel 

St. Luke 
Tallapoosa First 

Union 
Vannôs Valley 
Victory 

Yorkville 

Aragon 

Bethlehem 
Bremen First 

Bright Star 
Concord 
Dallas First 

Flint Hill 
Hope  

Lyerly 

Menlo 
Mooreôs Chapel 

New Hope, Carrollton 
Poseyville 
Rush Chapel 

Shannon 
Shiloh 

Silver Creek 

South Broad 
St. Andrew 

Stripling Chapel 
Summerville First 
Trinity 

Trion 
Villa Rica 

Wesley Chapel, Villa Rica 

CALENDER OF EVENTS 

NOVEMBER 

28 District Bd. Of Laity @ District Office 
 

DECEMBER 
3 District Clergy Meeting @ Carrollton 

First @ 9:00 am 

8 District Clergy Christmas Party @ 
Cave Spring UMC. Sign up by Dec. 1st 

15 New Pastorôs Ministry Reviews due  
30 Deadline for Goal Setting for Full Time  
    Churches 

JANUARY 2012 

7 District Clergy Mtg. @ Douglasville 1st 
     @ 9:00 am 

8 District Training Event @ Douglasville  
     First 2:30 - 5:30 pm 
20 Move/Stay Forms Due in District Office 

23 District Bd. Of Laity @ District Office 
26 Sexual Ethics Seminar For Clergy @  

     Mooreôs Chapel 
FEBRUARY 
16 District Finance Mtg @ District Office 

     6:00 pm 
16 District Union Mtg. @ District Office 

     7:30 pm 



 

 
 

 

 

We will gather at Douglasville First United Methodist Church on Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 2:30 pm 

for a time of worship which will include a keynote address by Rev. James Kim, pastor at First Korean 

UMC in Atlanta, Ga.  The sessions will be at 3:15 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. Below you will find a description 

of each of the workshops.  You will find a complete brochure and registration form at 

www.rocaumc.org . Be sure to fill out a registration form and give to your pastor.  

2012 District Training Event 
Vital Congregations 101: Wesleyan Spirituality 

Sunday, January 8, 2012  

2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Growing Sunday School: Rev. Lynne Smith will engage par-

ticipants in a conversation about developmental and faith for-

mation milestones in the Sunday School Setting. She will also 

share teaching techniques that foster a loving relationship be-

tween teacher and participant; which creates space for spiritual 

growth and the desire to invite others.  

 

Connecting to United Methodist International Ministries: Has 

your church been looking for a way to develop an international 

missions program? This class, led by Rev. Will Zant, will look 

at ways your church, large and small, can activate your congre-

gation. Bridges is a program sponsored by the North GA. Con-

ference that seeks to put local churches in touch with credible 

and connectional missions. You will also learn about our 

Uganda and El Salvador Bridges.   

 

Confirmation-A Chapter in The Story of Faith: Confirmation 

in the United Methodist tradition is a rich and vibrant step that 

our students take to further develop their faith. The church has 

an excellent curriculum, “Credo,” which helps lead students 

with instruction, mentoring, and parent support, toward a life 

with God at the center. Come and learn, with Devon Smyth, 

some of the tools available to congregations to support and lead 

this process in your church. 

 

Spiritual Formation/Small Groups-How to make something 
from nothing: Participants will explore how both small and 

large membership churches can revamp or begin small group 

classes, Sunday School Classes, and other programs. It’s a proc-

ess! Learn how to make it happen. This will be led by Debby 

Stikes. 

 

Vision for Ministry and Mission: This workshop will lead 

participants through concrete steps to contextualize our mission 

as United Methodists “to make disciples for the transformation 

of the world”. Tom Berlin, in his new book with Lovett Weems, 

offers the steps which will be discussed in detail. The steps are: 

Prepare spiritually, assess needs, plan strategically, cast a com-

pelling vision, create partnerships, communicate, and secure 

funding. Join Rev. Phil Schroeder as we explore the vision. 

 

The ABC’s of the Book of Discipline: In this class, Rev. Carol 

Helton will help us examine the basic structure of the BOD. We 

will refer to aspects of the book which relate to local church 

leadership and ministry. In addition, we will attempt to unravel 

any questions about “why polity, what discipline?”   

 

Trustees in The Local Church: Rev. Larry Caywood will cover 

the scope and functions of the Trustees in the Local Church.  

Why I Am A Methodist (UM Beliefs): What do United  

Methodists believe? Are we really different from other Chris-

tian denominations? What are the distinctive characteristics of  

United Methodists?  Join Rev. Jamie Jenkins to find out the 

answers to these and other important questions.  

 

Vital Worship: This workshop, taught by Robert McMichael, 

will look at the worshipping trends of vital growing congrega-

tions within the United Methodist Church. We will look at how 

to build a worship team, look at budgeting for music and wor-

ship, and look at Contemporary vs. Traditional vs. Blended. 

 

Financial Administration and Compliance: Keith Cox will 

discuss the basics that are needed to be in compliance with the 

conference and the IRS. This will include clergy compensation, 

housing allowance, accountable reimbursable issues, internal 

controls, annual audits, statistical reporting, apportionments, 

and basic tax issues.  

 

Vital Congregations 101 for Laity:  This is an introduction for 

laity to our strategic plan for North Georgia Congregations to 

fulfill the Mission of the United Methodist Church. The class 

will be led by Rev. Chris Branscomb and Cheryl Willoughby, 

District Lay Leader. 

 

Nominations and Lay Leadership: Nominations and leadership 

Development is the second most important ministry of every 

congregation, but in many churches is the weakest. Join Rev. 

Jim Hollis and learn how this can radically change to allow this 

ministry to be life-transforming for the leaders of your congre-

gation.  

 

Prayer:  Rev. Dr. James Kim will be leading this workshop on 

the prayer life of a spiritual leader and developing small groups. 

 

Youth Ministry With A group of 10 or Less With No Staff:  

Come join Rev. Karen Kagiyama and share ideas about youth 

ministry in the small-membership church. Good youth ministry 

is based in relationships and small churches are strong on rela-

tionships! Hear stories and get practical help from real, live 

youth ministers.  

 

Special Offerings and What’s Accomplished through  

Offerings: “So many offerings, so little money!” “It seems as if 

every Sunday could be a day for a Special Offering!” These are 

some of the thoughts common to pastors and church leaders 

Rev. Jane Brooks will shed light on the special offerings that 

come our way and help us to see that each is an opportunity and 

not a burden or obligation.  



SEXUAL ETHICS TRAINING 

All appointed North Georgia clergy must participate in the sexual ethics seminar 

which will be offered through March, 2013. To register, please visit http://
www.ngumc.org/pages/detail/16.  There is a $10 registration fee.   

 
Unless noted, each location listed below will host two sessions per dayða      
morning/afternoon session from 9:30am-2:30pm which includes lunch, or an     

afternoon/evening session from 3pm-8pm which includes dinner.  .5 CEU will be 
given for participation.   

 

You may participate in one of these seminars:  

¶ November 3, 2011--Wesley Way UMC 

¶ January 26, 2012ðMoore's Chapel UMC, Carrollton 

¶ March 1, 2012ðBogart UMC 

¶ March 15, 2012ðEast Point First Mallalieu 

¶ July 23, 2012ðEpworth by the Sea (morning/afternoon session only) 

¶ August 23, 2012ðCornerstone UMC in Newnan 

¶ October 2, 2012ðSam Jones Memorial, Cartersville 

¶ October 18, 2012ðWesley UMC, Evans 

¶ November 1, 2012ðOak Grove UMC, Decatur 

¶ January 24, 2013ðGainesville First UMC 

¶ March 9, 2013ðthe Atlanta Roswell District (morning/afternoon session only). 

http://www.ngumc.org/pages/detail/16
http://www.ngumc.org/pages/detail/16

