[ Any individual in need qualifies for assistance under the Golden Cross Fund, regardless of age, gender,
race, national origin, or religious affiliation. The only qualification is need, as determined by the pastor of
a local United Methodist church or other full connection clergy serving in the North Georgia Conference.

[ If possible, the applicant’s church should consider helping defer costs by paying a portion of the
amount requested prior to submission to the Golden Cross office. Documentation or explanation of the
church’s support should accompany the request.

[ Priority will be given to first time applicants and those who do not have health insurance. Applicants
may be considered who have health insurance but are unable to make large deductible payments or
payments not covered by insurance. All applications must include an explanation of need and will be
reviewed by the committee for final approval.

1 Golden Cross assistance will be provided for payment of (non-elective) medical expenses, (hon-
elective) dental expenses, prescription medicines, and health aides. Golden Cross monies will not be paid
directly to the applicant to cover out of pocket expenses. Checks will be mailed directly to medical
facilities or providers of care.

"1 The applicant may be asked to call providers to give approval to review the bill with the Golden Cross
Administrator.

) Golden Cross monies will be paid after all assistance from other sources (insurance, Medicare,
Medicaid, worker’s compensation, etc.) has been obtained.

[ Within the limitation of available funds, Golden Cross assistance will be provided up to $1,000 per
individual in need. (In cases of extreme need, limited additional assistance may be provided.)

[1 Written application must be made for Golden Cross assistance. (Applications may be obtained through
the North Georgia Conference website.) Documentation of expenses (original or photocopy) must be
furnished with the application.

"1 Individuals may only be the recipient of maximum grant amount ($1,000) once every 4 years.

1 The North Georgia Conference Treasurer’s Office receives funds. The Board of Outreach reviews
applications for funds and requests payment from the North Georgia Conference Treasurer’s Office. An
annual audit is conducted on all North Georgia Conference accounts, which includes the Golden Cross
fund.

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Mary Lawder, Chair of Health and Welfare Committee
770-362-1002
E-mail: mary.lawder@ngumc.net
North Georgia Conference

GOLDEN CROSS FUND GUIDELINES
Our goal is to communicate to the Conference the existence of this funding.
We would like persons to know that monies are available based on need,
and also to let persons know how to contribute to this ministry.



