QUESTIONS FOR PERSONS SEEKING APPROVAL AS 

FULL-TIME LOCAL PASTORS 

THEOLOGY AND DOCTRINE

1. What is your understanding of the Trinity and how does this doctrine influence the life and work of the Church? 

2. How do you experience God in your personal life? How do you see God at work in the world?

3. What is your understanding of humanity, and the human need for divine grace?

4. What is your understanding of Prevenient Grace, Justifying Grace, and Sanctifying Grace from a Wesleyan perspective?

5. The United Methodist Church maintains that tradition, experience and reason serve as tools in interpreting and applying scriptural doctrine.  How does this position relate to your understanding of the authority of scripture?  How do you view the authority of the Bible?

6. Describe the nature and mission of the Church. What are its primary tasks today?

7. Discuss your understanding of the primary characteristics of United Methodist polity.  Identify four or five strengths with this polity that you find compelling. 

8. What’s your understanding of the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion?

CALLED AND DISCIPLINED LIFE

1. Describe your call to ministry and why you feel being a local pastor is the best way for you to respond to God’s claim upon your life.

2. Have you ever applied for ordination, or held the position of local pastor or membership in another Annual Conference or other denomination? If so, give clear information about this relationship, including dates, addresses, and name of supervisors.

3. What habits do you practice to keep yourself healthy: physically, mentally, and spiritually?
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